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New Year 1st January 2023. The Solemnity of Mary, the mother of God  

Today we gather to celebrate the goodness of the Lord, for his Love and faithfulness; for a journey 

with us through 365 days, 52 weeks, 8,760 hours, and 31,536,000 Seconds in the year 2022. 

During these periods, we could enjoy free air and oxygen, free sunlight, free time and space, and 

a good atmosphere, among many others. This journey began alongside other people who are no 

more with us; some have died of sickness, either long or brief, some ghastly motor accidents, some 

pandemic, others fire outbreaks and flood: while others were killed in a warzone and many other 

natural disasters. Reflecting on our human imperfections, we are no better than these people who 

have gone before us; the grace of God kept us to this day.  

On a day like this, we can only bend low to appreciate God Almighty, Alfa, and Omega, the reason 

we lived, moved, and have our beings, for His mercy and benevolence. Despite the blessings we 

received from God, some of us are ungrateful to God; we complain from January to December, I 

don't have this or that; we give one excuse to the other and falsely accuse others as the cause of 

our downfall. Let us learn to give credit to God for keeping us alive. We may not value what we 

have or who we are until we lose everything: To understand the value of what we have or who we 

are, “let us close our eyes and cease breathing for just five minutes.” I bet you after that, you will 

value all the gifts and the privileges we have been enjoying from God.  

In order not to take gratitude for granted, let us sincerely thank God for His love and mercy, let us 

appreciate one another as the author of 'Inspiration to Live Your Best’ Anne Dennish affirmed,  

“Be grateful to the people in your life who love and support you, never take them for granted.” 

Many people live in miserable and depressed life not because they have nothing, but they failed to 

show gratitude. Will Arnett said, "I am happy because I am grateful….” Beloved in Christ 

acknowledging the good that you already have in your life is the foundation for all abundance.  

It is true that our world is sick we are suffering from lack of peace, an absence of Love, hate 

speeches and crime against humanity. One of the sicknesses that is fast eating the world is food 

insecurity, according to the United Nation, each day about 25,000 people including more that 

10,000 children die from hunger and related causes; about 854 million people worldwide are 

estimated to be undernourished, and high food prices may drive another 100 million people into 

poverty and hunger. Losing 25,000 people everyday to hunger calls for drastic measures from 

world leaders. Another sickness of the world is a displacement of priority: some leaders are busy 

constructing structures that may not be the immediate need of the masses or even necessary while 

people are dying for hunger and languishing in hospital for a sickness that could be helped or 

managed by a local doctor if there is available equipment.  

The unfortunate train today is that public resources are being used for ulterior motives; it's used to 

support social vices and encourage the destruction of lives and properties. If half of what is used 

to support evils are adequately channeled for the common good, it will go a long way to reduce 

the problems of food security and in our health sectors. Probably, that could bring people from the 

854 million out of hunger and poverty from the 1.2 billion people in 111 developing countries who 

live in and abject poverty. Other area where the world is sick is the inability of some people to 
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acknowledge the superiority of their creator, instead, they make caricature of the Creator, by saying 

we don't believe in God, I don't need Church nor any sacraments, yet these people keep enjoying 

and benefiting from what God bestowed to the world. These are the people the psalmist referred " 

the fool says in his heart there is no God”. 14:1. In verses 5 “but later they will be filled with terror 

and God is on the side of the righteous.”  

Lastly, the dangerous of all the sicknesses is lack of forgiveness, it is no doubt we may have been 

hurts by people around us; and sometimes the offenders have no remorse for the wrong they 

committed. Needless to say, it's not easy to forgive such people, but as people of God, we should 

forgive not because the offender deserves our mercy but that is what our savior had set for us. He 

died for us while we were still sinners, He forgives his executioners. We need to forgive one 

another so that the poison of unforgiveness does not continue to hurt us emotionally and spiritually. 

The choice not to forgive is a choice to deny ourselves the joy and peace that is main for us. Let 

our New Year resolutions this year include forgiveness.  

Despite all the challenges that hold us ransom in the world, we have the duty to praise and give 

thanks to God. A thankful heart is not only the greatest virtue, but the parent of all the other virtues. 

Marcus Tullius Cicero.  

Today we want to pause and express our sincere gratitude to God Almighty for His providential 

care and protection, for the unconditional pardon given to us for our daily sins and failures. To our 

parents, both living and the death; for the love shown to us and the moral teachings we obtained 

from them. To our siblings, relatives, and friends; for their loving support and encouragement. To 

our teachers, doctors, nurses, pastors, soldiers, police and other enforcement agency, and political 

leaders for their sincere service and patriotism. As we say goodbye to 2022; I congratulate you on 

the New year, 2023. We pray for the grace to manage all the challenges that may come our way 

this New year.  

In order not to take gratitude for granted, I wish to thank all of you for your magnificent support 

to the Holy Church ranging from your spiritual upliftment, your entire efforts in manual labor 

rendered to the church in the form of volunteering, and donations of cash/kind for the growth of 

the Church. To the Deacon for your excellent service. May God, who knows the heart and our 

good intention, reward you abundantly.  

May the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God, intercede for us. Amen. Happy New Year to You 

all.  

Blessings and peace,  

Fr. Jingbe Simon 

 


